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“I the Lord know the plans I have

for you. Plans for good and not for evil,
to give you a future full of hope.”

Jeremiah 29:11

I want to tell you a personal story involving the above verse, but first:

We certainly don’t know everything about God’s plans but we do know this: God’s plans are 
perfect, they extend across all time, all events and, in fact, all creation—including us. This truth 
should be poured into our hearts and minds from the very beginning of our walk with Christ. We 
need to teach it to our children. Knowing that Christ rules our lives in complete detail according to 
His purposes changes our entire attitude and outlook on all the good and bad things that happen 
in our time here on Earth.

GOD’S BIG PLAN

Now let me tell you my story.

Decades ago my wife Nancy and I realized that 
I should create this thing called Christ’s Love 
and Majesty Ministries. It was God’s plan, and 
it quickly became ours. But God never intended 
to make it an easy road. In the course of a 
year, 2016, Nancy died of cancer, I lost my 
steady income, and our home of ten years was 
sold by its owners. Now I live alone, drive an 
18-year old truck, and live in a converted two 
car garage. So I’m miserable, right?

Not right.

Of course I’m saddened by the loss of Nancy, 
but we both knew that when she left my side 
she would be with Christ in Paradise. Knowing 
that God’s Big Plan includes an amazing 
afterlife for those who believe makes our 
mortality and death seem insignificant in 
comparison. 

The same can be said about any circumstance 
we find ourselves in. Does living in a garage 
sound bad to you? Hey, God has given me a 
very nice garage! And it’s an easy drive to great 
beaches and surf spots. Believe me, I have no 
complains. What about losing my income? That 
was my choice. It was time to step back and let 
a younger person take over the children’s 
ministry I had established 25 years before. Plus 
I needed to quit that ministry in order to 
devote full time to Christ’s Love and Majesty. All 
good and I’m loving the fact that I know God 
has all of this in His hands; all part of His plans.

Let my story be an encouragement to 
you. Always keep in your mind the truth 
that God always keeps you in His mind.

-Tom

Tom Finley



Do you remember the movie “Grease”? For 
some reason there is one line from that movie 
that has always stuck in my head. It is during 
the American Bandstand-style dance-off. The 
big Rydell High paper mâché mascot gets 
knocked over by some pranksters. Standing 
right in front of the collapsing mascot is the 
president of the dance decoration committee 
and she is crying out “That’s not supposed to 
happen!” This line comes back to me all the 
time. Whenever something in my life goes 
awry, or not according to plan, I find myself 
thinking “That’s not supposed to happen!” 
That will inevitably cause me to chuckle.

The reason I chuckle is not only because it is 
a weird line to have stuck in my head (I’m not 
exactly a huge fan of the movie), but because 
it reveals so much about human nature. We 
humans seem to have a deep-rooted sense 
that there is a way things “ought to be” and 
anything outside that is clearly a violation of 
the proper order of the universe. Not 
surprisingly, the way we believe things ought 
to be ordered is according to…well, us. For 
example, I will find it a galaxy-wide travesty if 
the New England Patriots win another 
Superbowl in my lifetime, but I would wager 
that Patriots’ fans would feel differently about 
that sentiment. Interestingly, the Bible 
teaches clearly that there is in fact a plan. 
God’s plan. 

Where we get into trouble is when we 
mistake our plan for His.

Proverbs 19:21 says, “There are many plans 
in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s plans that 

prevail.” If you pull back from that verse and 
look at it from the long view, you will see that 
it’s this very idea that is at the heart of the 
Fall of Man, and the whole reason for God’s 
miraculous plan to send His Son Jesus Christ 
to die for our sins. Am I exaggerating? Is this 
hyperbole? 

Well, think about this. In the Garden of Eden, 
God clearly announced His plan to Adam and 
Eve. According to God the plan was that 
Adam and Eve would trust Him implicitly for 
their provision and well-being. Part of that 
plan was for them not to eat from the Tree of 
Life. But Adam and Eve had a plan of their 
own—and how did that work out for them? Or 
for that matter, us? Because of their (and our 
own) transgression of not trusting His plan, 
the world and everything we know was 
basically ruined. 

But here’s the thing. God’s plan might have 
been delayed, but ultimately His plan will 
prevail! In fact, His plan prevails anytime one 
of His children bows their will in submission to 
His, and trusts God implicitly for our provision 
and well-being. And eventually, as the 
Scripture teaches, there will be a time when 
“every knee will bow” and God’s plan will be 
in total triumph.

Some of my most favorite people on the 
planet are those who respond to abrupt and 
unpleasant changes by saying “Well, I wonder 
what great thing God plans to do about this!” 
And that is a much more mature and helpful 
response than “That’s not supposed to 
happen!” Go Greased Lightning!        -Dain

There are many plans in a man’s heart, 
but it is the Lord’s plans that prevail.

Proverbs 19:21
Dain Spore



Through Jesus all things were made.
Nothing has been made without Jesus.

John 1:3

Genesis 1:1 tells us that God created 
everything. John 1:3 tells us all things were 
made through Christ. Logically, then, Jesus is 
God! The Bible draws a distinction between 
God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit but 
all three are presented together as the one 
God. When we come to Christ we come to 
God. As Jesus told Philip: 

“I have been among you such a long 
time, Philip, yet you don’t know me? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’?” John 14:9.

We see Christ’s love in the fact that He created 
us, and we see His majesty in the fact that He 
is God the Creator. These two facts are 
fabulous reasons to love, admire and worship 
Jesus. This is who Jesus is, this is what He’s 
doing, this is why we want to stick with Him 
our whole lives through.

It’s impossible to watch the video I 
mentioned above without being completely 
awestruck by the greatness of our Lord and 
Creator. No matter what we go through in life, 
there is nothing too hard for Him!

Here’s the video:
https://youtu.be/bjVfL8uNkUk 

Underwater photo by my son Bryce. God’s Son made this!

2
Jesus is truly God and Creator

Have you ever watched one of those YouTube videos that start at a blade of grass and 
zoom out and out and out, until you’ve flown backwards past clouds, the moon, our solar system, 
our galaxy and on and on until reaching the limits of the universe? It most definitely impresses us 
with the huge power and creativity of our God. But wait! I’ve seen one even more impressive. It 
zooms into an atom, past subatomic particles, sub-sub-sub atomic particles, down and down until 
it gets to what it claims is the smallest possible length of time and size. And here’s the kicker: The 
percentage of change from our size to smallest is magnitudes more than the percentage of 
change from our size to the edge of the observable Universe! That’s our God who loves us!

https://youtu.be/bjVfL8uNkUk
https://youtu.be/bjVfL8uNkUk
https://youtu.be/bjVfL8uNkUk
https://youtu.be/bjVfL8uNkUk
https://youtu.be/bjVfL8uNkUk


I love it when a preacher says something 
off the cuff during a sermon, something 
that sticks with me and even changes 
the course of my faith in God. 

Such was the case a few years ago. The 
pastor was telling a story about some deep 
need he was praying for. He us told that as he 
prayed he found himself questioning whether 
Jesus would act on his prayer, and whether 
Jesus could answer his prayer. Suddenly he 
realized, “God made Saturn! I suppose He can 
perhaps handle my situation!” We all laughed 
along with him at his self-deprecating humor, 
but I was deeply impacted by that comment.

Many of us know well verses like John 1:3. To 
paraphrase, “Through Jesus all things were 
made. Nothing has been made without Jesus.” 
But many of us don’t always include that in 
our thinking when we consider the man Jesus. 
We diminish who Jesus really is. 

Perhaps that habit starts in Sunday school. We 
hear stories about how “Jesus loves the little 
children” and we observe the picture on the 
wall of Him lovingly carrying a lamb in His 
arms. It’s not surprising then that later in life 
we might have trouble reconciling in our heads 
that the same Jesus who loves children and 
carries lambs also knows intimately the 
globular cluster Mayall II contained within the 
Andromeda Galaxy. It might be 2.5 million 
light years from here, but—Jesus spoke it into 
existence! He knows every planet revolving 
around every one of those stars, and every 
moon around those planets as well. 

Can we just pause here for a second and think 
of the actual magnitude of this? How much 
power? How much wisdom? How much 
knowledge? More than we could ever imagine!

So then, why is it important to remember that 
Christ was with God when all things were 
made? Simply this: When we pray to Jesus, 
we know He is hearing us, and cares about 
us, and will act upon our prayers—all of these 
ideas are proven over and over again in 
Scripture; but it gives us such greater 
confidence when we consider the jaw-
dropping power and knowledge of the One 
we are speaking to. Likewise, we should 
consider this when we teach children about 
Jesus. “Wow, look at the moon, kids. You 
know, Jesus made that. Oh, you have a school 
project on Mt. Everest? Jesus made it. The 
Great Barrier Reef? Yep, He made it. The 
coffee in my cup? You’re starting to get it 
now, kids. Best of all, He made you, and He 
made me. And He says that He is with us, that 
He loves us, that He wants to help us, and He 
tells us to ask Him for help and He promises 
that He hears us and will answer us.”

Recently, one early Sunday morning before 
sunup I found myself on my knees in the 
church sanctuary. I was scheduled to preach, 
full of doubts and insecurities (as usual) about 
the message I had spent all week preparing. 
My prayer was more like a pleading:

“Oh Lord, please speak through your servant 
this morning. I know I haven’t given you 
much to work with! All my efforts this week 
have culminated in this mess of notes, 
Scripture proof texts, plus a few of my own 
questionable illustrations. I’m hoping that 
through all of it you will be able to reach the 
people in the congregation. I don’t know what 
you might be able to accomplish with what I 
have prepared but I suppose you are capable 
because well, then again…

You made Saturn! -Dain

Why is it important to remember that Christ 
was with God when all things were made?

is it important to remember that Christ was with God 
when all things were made?Why
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Jesus came to take away our sins.

There is no sin in Jesus.
1 John 3:5

So far in this first issue of CLAM Monthly we’ve talked about God’s Big Plan that lovingly 
includes us, and the fact that Jesus is our God and our Creator. These are two very important 
foundation stones upon which we must build our Christian lives. Now we look at a third truth: 
Our nature is to sin. Left on our own, sin will destroy us.

What is sin? Well, for one thing it’s the innate urge of the unsaved heart to NOT want to go 
along with God’s plans and in fact to reject Christ as Lord, going so far as to reject the testimony 
of all of God’s creation that makes it clear there really is a Creator. And going ever farther then 
that, we humans prefer to worship created things rather than the Creator (see Romans 1:25).

JESUS LOVES US

A funny thing happened just now…

In the previous sentence I wrote that we 
prefer to worship created things, except my 
fingers typed “crated things.” And ain’t that the 
truth! We love all our stuff, don’t we? Nothing 
wrong with that I suppose, but for many it’s 
the edge of a cliff. It easily becomes a sin.

Frankly, I find that pretty much everything 
easily becomes a sin. That’s why I need my 
Savior every day!

So here’s the foundational truth of this article, 
the third stone in our quest to build an 
accurate view of God and Man that allows us 
to enter into that relationship with God that 
Dain writes about on the page following this 
one: We are sinners, and we can’t do a thing 
about it. We can try to stop sinning (and we 
should try) but other sins will always await us.

The Story of Adam and Eve

And because we can’t stop the sinning, not 
completely, we need someone who can break 
sin’s hold on us. A Savior. 

We’ll talk about the all-important
cure for sin next time.

All have sinned 
and fall short 
of the glory 
of God.
     Romans 3:23

God’s
Best



There is a guy at church whose name I can 
never remember. I am SURE he thinks I know 
his name. Every Sunday he greets me with an 
exuberant “Hi, Dain!” And I respond, “Hey… 
Brother!” I have even run around asking other 
people, “What is that guy’s name?!” 

Why is it such a big deal to remember 
somebody’s name? Recently I discovered 
something in Genesis that might shed some 
light on that question. But first I want to 
share with you something about the thing we 
call relationships.

Years ago, I learned something really 
interesting in the Book of Genesis. When God 
said, “Let us make man in our image,” it is not 
simply a proof text regarding the concept of 
the Trinity. God the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit is a relationship. And we are 
invited into that relationship through Adam. 
But then we (in Adam) messed that up and 
broke the relationship.

This is why God sent His Son Jesus to take 
away our sins. The first evidence of this is 
right in Genesis chapter three. God sacrificed 
animals to provide clothing to cover Adam and 
Eve’s nakedness. This is known by theologians 
as a foreshadowing of God’s eventual sacrifice 
of His Son Jesus. Jesus “covers over” our sins 
and allows us to be restored to a relationship 
with both Himself, and to each other. 

Now check this out. In Genesis 3:14-19 God 
lays out all the curses against the serpent, 
Adam and Eve that would then burden all of 
subsequent history. And in verse 21 until the 
end of the chapter, God begins the process of 
dealing with Adam and Eve’s sin, including 
covering their nakedness in animal skins and 
banishing them from the Garden so they could 

not eat from the Tree of Life. But wait, what 
about the one verse between those two 
passages? What does verse 20 say? 

It says that Adam named his wife Eve.

Doesn’t that seem like an odd little thought to 
throw in at that moment? But when we look 
at the entire passage we see an interesting 
change occurring.

When Adam names his wife Eve, she 
possesses the first personal name in the Bible. 
Prior to this she was simply ‘helper.’ But also 
prior to this, Adam’s name meant simply 
‘man.’ And are you ready for this? Even God 
was referred to as ‘Elohim’ which linguistically 
could refer to any god. But watch what 
happens in verse 21: “The Lord God made 
garments of skin for Adam and his wife…” In 
this verse we have the first use of the 
personal name of God—Yahweh—and even 
the spelling of Adam changes so that his 
name no longer means man, but it has 
become his personal name. It is finally now, 
near the end of chapter three, that God, 
Adam, and Eve all possess names! They are 
no longer simply ‘god and humans,’ they are 
three distinct personalities involved in a 
relationship together.

That’s why it drives me nuts when I have 
begun a relationship with somebody, but in 
my head I only know him as ‘that guy.’ If I 
desire to know somebody at a deeper level, 
than I feel obligated to know him or her by 
their personal name. Just like God knows me 
and I know Him. And this relationship I have 
for God is only possible because of what the 
animal skin signifies: The death of God’s Son 
Jesus Christ covers my sin and allows me to 
know Him by name!                    

Relationship Starts with a NameA

-Dain



4

Back in my High School days, I spent one summer with a ministry that taught church 
members how to clearly present the Gospel to their communities. I remember one small desert 
town that was pure ranch land and everyone, it seemed, was a cowboy. I was definitely a fish out 
of water; born and raised in a beach town with a surfboard under my arm. 

I was showing a cowboy kid my age how to present a thing called The Four Spiritual Laws. I had 
him read it to me as if he were sharing Christ with an unbeliever. I’ll never forget what he said 
when he got to Romans 6:23. His exact words: “The Bible says, ‘The wages of sin is death.’ And, 
Tom, them’s purdy good wages.” 

He nailed it! He said God’s truth exactly the way his people would correctly understand. Awesome.

The      for SIN

Dain’s Tuesday night Bible study at our 
church is called The Chicken Skin Bible 
Study. You see, in the islands ‘chicken skin’ 
means goosebumps. There are truths in the 
Bible that give us major goosebumps. Truths 
that are jarring in their emotional impact; 
sometimes reminding us how great God is, 
sometimes pointing out how lost we are 
without Him. Chicken skin truths.

Cain and Abel, a paralyzed man, and a woman caught in adultery

Romans 6:23 is one of those chicken skin 
truths. The bad part—sin is death—gives us 
major chicken skin. The good part—God gives 
us eternal life through Christ—even more so. 

Let’s take a look at three chicken skin moments 
in the Bible. We start with Cain and Abel and a 
paralyzed man Jesus healed. Dain will then 
take us through the woman caught in adultery.

The payment for sin is death.
But because of Jesus, God gives us

eternal life.
Romans 6:23

BIBLE!

THE



• He grew angry at God. 
• He wanted Abel to die. 
• He tricked Abel. 
• He murdered Abel. 
• He showed disrespect 
   for God with his  
   sarcastic answer to 
   God’s question about 
   Abel’s whereabouts.

CAIN and ABEL
Found in Genesis 4:2-12

Cain grew angry when the Lord was more pleased by Abel’s offering from his flock of sheep than 
Cain’s offering of grain. God told Cain to control the sin that wanted to attack him. But Cain failed 
miserably. Here are some of the sins Cain failed to control:

The story of Cain and Able shows that within a very short 
time lethal sin took root in the heart of humanity. There was 
no going back. Story after story in the Bible reveal our 
penchant for evil. Flooding the earth to start all over made 
no difference. Founding a nation with God as king couldn’t 
stop sin. Sending prophets with God’s message of 
repentance and obedience had no lasting impact. Even the 
advent of God’s very Son had no…  wait a minute, YES it did!

The story of Jesus healing a paralyzed man shows us the 
Lord’s PERFECT cure for sin!

Jesus Heals and Forgives
From Matthew 9:2-8

Jesus had returned home from a preaching tour. Hearing that He was there, a large crown packed 
the place out, both inside and outside. Meanwhile, four friends brought their paralyzed buddy to 
the event, hoping that Jesus would have mercy to heal the man. 

But the crowd was too large, too tightly packed to get through. As Jesus spoke to all present, the 
friends climbed up on the roof, dug a hole and lowered the paralyzed man right down in front of 
the Lord, the Creator of the Universe! When Jesus saw the faith of the man and his friends, He 
told the paralytic, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”

Simple words. Chicken skin all over. There’s the cure for sin at last: Jesus forgives us.
-Tom



Who would have thought that watching 
two guys beat each other black and blue 
would lead me to a better understanding 
of God’s forgiveness? 

Well, it did! You see, my wife is a Jiu Jitsu 
brown belt. She also enjoys watching MMA 
fights. I, like many people, thought MMA was 
just two guys beating each other to a pulp 
until one of them gave up or was knocked 
out. But over time, as I watched with my wife, 
she explained to me the “chess moves” made 
by both participants. Each of them was busy 
trying to figure out what the other guy’s 
strategy was and try to think multiple moves 
ahead. In the end, the guy who could out 
think the other would force a mistake and 
then it was just a matter of seconds 
before…well, one guy beat the other guy 
black and blue! My mind was changed about 
what was happening in the octagon. 

Likewise, many Christians 
misunderstand the nature of sin and 
forgiveness, and have a completely 
wrong idea about the “battle” between 
the two ideas. 

When I was a brand new believer I, like a lot 
of people I suppose, thought “Jesus died for 
my sins. So now I have to be good. I better 
stop sinning or Jesus will be displeased, and 
maybe stop forgiving me.” 

Wow! What a messed-up idea that is! But this 
is not remotely what the Bible teaches us. As I 
matured in the faith God revealed to me a 
much better understanding of sin and 
forgiveness, and it goes like this: 

Sin is awful. It kills everything it touches. It is 
death to relationships, death to joy, death to 

peace, and so on. Though we all sin, God has 
offered us complete forgiveness through the 
sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ. Now that we 
are forgiven, we are set free from sin and we 
can pursue a real life, the life that comes with 
righteous living. Being set free is really a 
change in understanding what sin is.

Like many of my friends back in the day, 
I thought that sin was fun, and that God 
didn’t want me to have fun! 

What a lie that is. As I matured in the faith, 
and I began to remove old sins from my life, 
what I learned was that sin wasn’t fun, it was 
destroying my life, and reaping destruction. 
When I realized that all my sin was forgiven, 
and I was now free to pursue a life of the 
good things that God has for me (love, joy, 
peace, and so on), I realized I was set free. 
Free from all the stupid stuff in my life that 
had been causing problems and leading to 
shame and disappointment.

Perhaps the most obvious example of 
this in Scripture is the story of the 
woman caught in adultery (you’ll find 
the story in John 8:1-11). 

The ONLY CURE for SIN



First of all, it is important to note that this 
woman was truly guilty of adultery.  We might 
disagree with the extreme form of punishment 
that the religious rulers were planning for her, 
death by stoning, but remember for a moment 
that she had put herself in this situation by 
actively pursuing sin. 

Most people probably remember only the part 
of this story where Jesus says, “Neither do I 
condemn you,” and we tend to think “Wow! 
Jesus, what a great guy! Once again, He has 
saved the day.” 

But we tend to forget what He says next. “Go 
now and leave your life of sin.” Do you see 
what He did there for her? He has set her free 
from her life of sin and given her a chance to 
live a real life, a life without the fear and 
anxiety that comes with sin. Now her life has 
been spared, so that she can pursue a life of 

-Dain

righteousness, which is a life of love, joy and 
peace that stems from an entirely new 
relationship with God based on His forgiveness 
of us.

What a completely different way to view 
the concepts of sin and forgiveness! 

Just as my wife was able to change the way I 
viewed an MMA fight, God transforms us by 
the “renewing of our minds” (Romans 12:2) to 
understand that we are completely and totally 
forgiven from the sins that were reaping such 
destruction in our lives. 

Then, and only then, can we have power over 
the sins that continue to tempt us. We see 
them for what they really are, death and 
separation. 

This is why the only cure for sin is forgiveness.                   

                

…upon which we build our lives with our Lord:
Our first four blocks of stone…

• God has a BIG Plan and we are a key part of it. 
• Jesus is our God and Creator. He has the power to work His plan. 
• Like Adam and Eve, we play a deadly game when we mess with sin. 
   Jesus loves us anyway and invites us into a relationship with Him. 
• The only cure for sin is God’s forgiveness. 

More stones next month!



Tell them about Anchor House! It’s an amazing opportunity for young twenty-somethings who 
are either somewhere along their academic path and looking for a productive way to spend a “gap 
year,” or they are looking at jumping right into some form of ministry. Either way, what the Anchor 
House will provide is a fundamental Biblical foundation from which to pursue any path in life. 

Here’s the website: https://anchorhousekauai.com

And here’s a quick video: https://youtu.be/K4LZK1Q-3yo

Know someone interested in getting a solid foundation of faith?

OBJECT LESSON

Have you checked out our growing 
YouTube pit stop?

The Object Lessons Channel

Take a look. You’ll find several videos on 
topics we’ve covered in our first issue of 

Christ’s Love and Majesty Magazine. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWjD
0B26aODwczIoxX8xjug
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